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WEST NASHVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
WITNESS

Life Begins on Opening Day

He 1s not here; for he has been raised, as he said. - Matthew
28:6a, NRSV

An angel from God pushes the rock sealing the tomb

Church is Kathie Hormby. Kathie died three years ago | take that to mean that looking at the angel is like
after a long, and rather epic, battle with ALS.

Complications from ALS ended her life, but it would be j5 g5 white as snow. The ground is shaking; the lights
wrong to say she lost her battle. ALS never defeated heFIashing; the angel is speaking. Lights, sound, drama.

Kathie was an ardent baseball and Cubs fan, who nevé¥latthew wants you to know itOs Opening Day, and the

J

failed to remind us, in the dead of winter, of the numbeorld never will be the same again.
of days until the beginning of the baseball season. Shep, the drama of this moment, it is easy to overlook so

once sent me an e-mail with that information, noting,  other witnesses to the event. Guards are posted to
OEveryone knows life begins on Opening Day.O Life  prevent anyone from stealing the body. These may be
begins on opening day. That sentiment stood out for Mgample guards or Roman soldiers. The text is unclear.

In fact, it seemed to me to summarize the core of Most likely, they are temple guards. Their job is to kee
Christian belief. Life begins on opening day. JesusO body in the tomb. They blow it.

The Gospel accounts are all clear on one fact. The tomQiatthew tells us these guards become like dead men

is empty. However, each account is subtly different on e sight of the angel, falling to the ground. I can belig
that, canOt you? If | had been there, | might have play

how the followers learn of the empty tomb. While all

accounts agree that Mary Magdalene is a principle a5 if | were dead too. This is a scary event.
witness, none creates a scene to rival MatthewOs version.

with such force that the ground shakes. It seemed like

_ _ _ ~earthquake. This angel is a stunning bPgure, immediate
One of the Saints of West Nashville United Methodist recognized as an angel. His appearance is like lightenjng.

looking at continuous Rashes of lightening. His clothin
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If Hollywood planned the Resurrection, this is how it
would be stagedNwith lights, sound and drama.

See those guards in your mindOs eye. Imagine what they
feel, on the ground, on Opening Day. You see, in many

ways, we have much in common with these guards. Af
continued on page 2

Good God Theater: Act 1, Old
Testament iS in high gear moving toward
the climax. OJeremiahO sets the stage this
month (1 never was that popular;, anyway). OJonahd
takes up whining, and God invents psychiatr
God has another creative inspiration
(OAdventO)NGabriel wants special effects,
rolling peels of thunder, giant woofers,
marching bands so weOll know itOs a God-thing! Join us in Sunday s
Memorial Hall. ThatOs debnitely a God-thing! Show time is 9:30 a.m.
Youth and adults welcome. No previous experience necessary.
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[T CENTRAL COLLEGE CHOIR
See Performance report (Page 5)




times, it seems, we try to keep JesuNews from Our Super- Why Community

locked away in the tombs of our . . . o
churches. Special Shut-ins Meetings:

Let®s be honest. Most of us are notfiyis¢ Cafford continues to live in Last September, | began organizing
a hurry to see the world Jesus ChristHC, Dickson. Her son says she is community meetings at West

sees. We do not want to live ina  content there because it is close to Nashville United Methodist Church
world where the OlastO are brst: in ger relatives. Ed Zinkiewicz visits heas a way of responding to the

world where the problems of 0thersregularly in spite of the distance  growing anxiety, fear, and

are our problems; in a world where involved. uncertainty i‘n thg community

we are called to love those who hatefabel Jackson is recovering from related to crime issues that seemed
us. We are not in a hurry to live in jllness. Her friend, Albert Curtis, is jjPut of the community's control.

the kingdom Christ proclaimed. and in Richland Place rehabilitation Neighborhood Resource Center got
Jesus Christ would turn OUR world center. Mabel now lives by herself on board as facilitators of these
upside down. with help of her granddaughter and meetings, and we have had regular
rehabilitation workers who come to monthly meetings since then.

Because we fear the world Jesus
see her almost!every day.

would create, we act like those Many of our neighbors attend these
guards at the tomb. We want to keeplelen Sellers is getting help with her meetings, about 40 each month, and
Jesus securely locked away in the dental difpculty; however, she still we always have new people coming.
tombs of our church buildings. Itis suffers from other physical ailments Some are personally impacted by
safe to come to church and talk ~ which make her very uncomfortablecrime in our area and want to do
about Jesus, read the stories and sig$e hopes to come to church soon. something about it. Each month

the songs. No one here will questio : . o representatives from the Metro

what we do, and Jesus canOt do mqéﬁeﬁhﬁizzaﬁz ?[n dli?liecitllf tr; I\?v z?lir Police Department come to report

to change our lives if we keep him " onrecent crime.
securely locked up in church. Helen’s daughter, Mary Ellen Carney, fell

However, as Matthew would tell us, g?g ?}g)(lj(ise\rl]eirrt]esla;:Ir;rgrnle(z)ck.

tOs Opening Day. In fact, itOs beenWeeks unable to move her head or

Opening Day every day since that o to b’ed on Aoril 1. she will returnbusiness leaders; neighborhood

prst Easter morning, 2000 years agg. her doétor to E arn,when the organizations such as Sylvan

Just when we think we have Jesus acﬁ L . Heights, Sylvan Park and RUN; and

L cision will be made whether .

locked up, he bursts forth. Christ is . epresentatives from Cohn Adult

: s . surgery is necessary. Surgery woul .

risen. Christ is risen indeed. ) - ducation Center. Last month, the

. permanently immobilize her neck. incinal of the Adult Hiah School

NThe Rev. Dennis Meaker She is praying that surgery is principal of the AAUTt High Schoo
unnecessary. joined us as well as our own in-hous

' activist, Judy Redmond!!

Attending regularly are our two
district council representatives, Jaso
Holleman and Buddy Baker; area

Community News
Please keep these people in your

prayers We have been able to move forward

West Nashville Coalition

Community meeting moved to together, as a community, to addresg
Monday, March 30, 6 p.m. monthly tasks in dealing with crime.

Our crime has
decreased, but it remains
a high concern.

This meeting is an opportunity for
West Nashville residents to discuss
and act upon issues affecting the

community. This month we will A recent study in the

discuss coalition action related to = book The Bottom Billion
crime. We also will discuss ways we APri7 = Amy cover. | showed businesses,
can rebuild trust in the Community ADFil I8 - Philic o . ChurCheS’ SChOOIS’ and
and share progress on programs fg | other social/civic

organizations fail to

T thrive in atmospheres of
NSherry Cothran Woolsey, ~ Fii i 8 distrust. In communities

associate pastor’ 297-3216 EXt 2 .............................................................. Whel’e trUS'[ iS h|gh these
www.westnashvilleume.qrg ~  FApril27 - Sarahlaie institutions thrive. Crime

Oat riskO area youth.
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http://www.westnashvilleumc.org
http://www.westnashvilleumc.org

issues along the Richland Corridor
have contributed to creating an
atmosphere where people become
more isolated, anxious, and fearful.
Through these meetings, we try to
recreate a community'of trust. The
best way to do thislis to get!people
to communicate with and to create
bonds between businesses,
churches, civic leaders,
police,!metro government, and
residents.!When the community
does better, we all do better.

The church's role is to be a place of
transformation, where people can
come together and talk as people,
not institutions or strangers. The
church provides a place for people
to air concerns in a safe
environment, talk about their fears
and frustrations, and Pnd solutions
to these problems. In church,
people begin to rebuild broken
bonds of trust and discuss a new
future for the community.

Our church participation is
crucial to the ongoing success of
this effort. It also is a great
opportunity to invite our neighbors
to get involved in our ministries at
WNUMC. We plan meetings
weeks in advance of the date.

Youth News
We have some exciting things
coming up! April will be
great because, not only
do we celebrate Easter,
but also right after
Easter we have the
opportunity to lead our
congregations in
Sunday morning
worship! The theme is
what it means to
worship in and be part
of a community or
church. As part of the
worship, we will try to
do video interviews of
various people
involved in the

churches, asking what true
worship, community, and
church mean to them. In
addition, as part of those
Sunday mornings, we will put
together a youth band! Please
come and support us!

Schedule for April:

¥April 5N Youth-led worship,
Trinity UMC. Be at the
church at 9:30 a.m.

¥April 5NSunday Evening
Youth Gathering, Blakemore
UMC, 5:30 p.m.

¥April 12NEasterNno youth
Sunday night

¥April 19NYouth-led
worship, West Nashville
UMC. Be at the church at
9:30 a.m.

¥April 19NSunday Evening
Youth Gathering, Blakemore
UMC, 5:30 p.m.

¥April 26N Youth-led
worship, Blakemore UMC.

Be at the church at 9:30 a.m.

¥April 26NSunday Evening
Youth Gathering, Blakemore
UMC, 5:30 p.m.

Mark your calendars for these
upcoming special events:

¥May 29-31NCamping and
Rafting Trip

¥July 13-17NMission Trip
to Oklahoma City. Sign-up
and $50 deposit due March
29.

Thanks for serving with
Blake'Ville!
---Nate Sawyer

Joys

We need to rename March
"Baptism Month." We've been
blessed with the following
baptisms: Allison Lipschutz,
Emmett Lipschutz, Charlie
Lipschutz, Sam Lipschutz,
Angellie Cortez, and William
OBiIllO Gary McGowan.

We also welcome as professing

members: Amy Lipschutz,
transferring membership, and
Bill McGowan, professing faith

Worship Readiness:
Children in grades 2D6 meetin
following Children's Time in
worship. This special study
concludes April 19. It is led by
Evon Lee and MaryJane Pierc
Norton.

Church Ladies

Meetin'

Church Ladies will meet fo
a brief time of prayer April
1 and April 8 from 6 to 6:30
p.m. in the Gothard Room.
Our Easter celebration
meeting will be Wednesday,
April 22, 6 to 8 p.m. in
Memorial Hall for a meal,
study, and prayer.

11%




Food-Assistance Program
We continue to serve hot meals to 50+ people every
Thursday at 5:30 p.m. Volunteer teams helping regularl

include Hands on Nashville, East Serves (Vanderbilt dorm

group), Sigma ChiNVanderbilt, Randy Horick and Grac
Renshaw, and many church members, friends, and
associates.

The food pantry provides supplemental food assistanc
many families and individuals in the Nashville area as
needed during the week. Many of Nashville's homeless
citizens get sack lunches from us.

Thankfully, we recently received a very large donation
goods for the pantry, through an anonymous grant giver
Second Harvest Food Bank. Our pantry received more
than 1,600 pounds of food.

We always need Oheat and eatO meals, soups,
nonperishable meat and protein products, crackers and
chips, drinks, canned fruits and vegetables, pasta and r
and other quality food and hygiene goods.

March Attendance

March 1: Sunday School, 25; Worship, 60
March 8: Sunday School, 27; Worship, 71
March 15: Sunday School, 26; Worship, 71
March 22: Sunday School, 23; Worship, 62

Hispanic Ministry Update

As spring arrives, we look forward to celebrating pretty
weather and the opportunity to meet new people within
the Hispanic community.! Holy Week is highly valued
within Latin American and Caribbean cultures, and we

continued on page 5

Prayer Concerns
* Joan Berg, Barbara Dunlap-Berg's mother
* Mary Ellen Carney, Helen Dozier's daughter
* Matthew Coleman family
* Angel Cortez and family
e Albert E. Curtis, friend of Mabel Jackson
* JOY! Liddie Dyer found a job!
* Dani Faulk
* Louise Gafford
. 13 David Garlick, Doreen Rodger's brother
* Kim
* Bill Hall
e Jeff Hammett, Francie Murphey's brother,
and his co-worker Matt
* Deb Hammersmith
1 tc® Robert Hendrickson, Dot Hendrickson's son
* Geneva Jackson
* Mabel Allene Jackson
* Dorothy Lish
» Sean Michael Mevis
* Jeanne Moses
ces Gregory Mundy, Glenna Osborn's friend
* Faye Parker in her travels
e Alice Sansom and family, the Murpheys’
neighbor
* Helen Sellers
* Tim Sypersma, Barb Dunlap-Berg’s nephew
* Annie Laura Wells, Angela Flanagan's
grandmother
* Lee Ann Wilson
» Sympathy for Bill and Cherrie Hall in the
loss of her brother
» Sympathy for Dot Hendrickson in the loss
of her sister
» Sympathy for the Rivera family at the loss
of a daughter, friends of Miriam
* Our community

Spanish 101
Want to be able to communicate a little more with our Hispanic-speaking families? Tune in eac

month to learn a few new phrases.

SPANISH PRONUNCIATION

ENGLISH

AC—mo estis? Ko-mo es-taas

How are you?

Estoy bien, gracias.

Es=toy bee-in, gras-ee-as

I am well, thanks.

ADios le bendigal!

Dee-os lay ben-dee-ga

God bless you!

Nos vemos pronto.

Nos vay-mos pronto

See you soon.




hope this will be a time to
welcome new families into our
church.

In late February, we celebrated
a belated ValentineOs Spanish-
language worship service with a
communal meal afterward.! In
bilingual worship, we have had
strong participation from the
Spanish-speaking community.!
We have hosted special events
such as a'®birthday party for
Eimy Lara, whose family
regularly attends worship.! Such
events are great opportunities to
welcome new families to our
church and community.!

In Sunday school, we continue
our class on the structure,
teachings and worship of The
United Methodist Church.!
Amanda Bachus, a longtime
member at West Nashville, and
editor of £/ Intérprete magazine
at United Methodist
Communications, leads the
class.

Laura Feliciano continues to
shepherd our twice-weekly
(usually Wednesday and
Sunday) class meetings that
consist of prayer, song, Bible
study, and discipleship growth.!

In March, we began to offer a
beginnerOs Spanish class
Wednesday evenings following
choir (7B8 p.m.) and taught by
Angela Flanagan.!About H02
students are involved, including
people from our congregation
and from the community. The
students bring great enthusiasm
to the class, along with a deep
desire to further communi-
cation between Spanish-
speaking and English-speaking
congregants.

Please continue to keep this
important ministry in your
prayers.! God is doing great
things among us!!

Richland Creek
Documentary Debuts

OA Creek StoryO debut Feb. 2 at

West Nashville United
Methodist Church received
an enthusiastic response.
Approximately 50 stakeholders
attended the showing including
the State Senator Douglas
Henry and Council Represen-
tative Jason Holleman.

Congregational representative
Randy Horick introduced
and welcomed the

Richland Creek Watershed
Association cause and
event. A reception included
multiple displays of
current RCWA projects,
CreekVoice publications
and educational
resources.

Available for purchase
were both OA Creek
StoryO DVD and the
handbookRain Gardens:
A Do-1t-Yourself Guide for
Homeowners in Middle
Tennessee.

The 30-minute RCWA
story features colorful
scenes, stakeholder
interviews, and
information about the
Richland Creek
watershed,
documenting many
treasures and
challenges of our
streams from the
ground and air. The
documentary DVD
provides a useful

educational tool for schools,
scouts, churches and other
organizations. It is on sale via
the RCWA Web site for $5 plus
shipping. Also available on the
Web site is th&ain Gardens
handbook for $10 plus shipping.

RCWA is grateful to everyone
who made the project happen,
with special appreciation téA
Creek StoryO underwriters:
Singh Technology Solutions,
LLC, Franklin, Tenn., and
Hillside Gardens Fresh Herbs,
6668 Jocelyn Hollow Road,
(615) 943-7436.

Viewers commented: "The
video is wonderful, and the
reception was very nice." "The
PIm is grand!" "I absolutely |0V1T
the documentary.” "Thanks for
all your efforts. "




Lenten Studies:
¥Church Ladies - Wednesdays in Lent, 6 p.m.

¥Sunday school - Lenten study in the chapel led by Sherr
Cothran Woolsey and Randy Horick

Every Sunday, we offer Sunday school from 9:15 to 10:15
¥#Spanish-language Class for adults - Gothard Room - le
by Amanda Bacchus

¥#Media Class for youth and adults - Memorial Hall
¥#Good God Theater" led by Crys Zinkiewicz

¥#_enten Study - Chapel - "Come to the Cross" led by
Sherry Cothran Woolsey and Randy Horick

¥#Child care for age 3 and younger in the nursery
¥#Younger children meeting in the class next to the nurs

¥#Older children meeting in the room behind the choir
room

Share love with Easter lilies
You still have time to donate Easter Lilies. We are accepting
donations through Sunday, April 5. For $8 each, you can giv
lilies in honor or in memory of loved ones. You also can hel
visiting a homebound member and delivering a lily after Eag
The names of the donors and recipients will appear in a sps
Easter Sunday bulletin insert. Each lily will adorn the sancty
Sunday, April 12. Then volunteers will deliver the beautiful
Bowers that have blessed our sanctuary to church family
members unable to leave their homes.

Each donation does a triple duty: It serves as a memorial of
honorarium, brightens our sanctuary as we celebrate Easte
brings cheer to homebound members. Please complete thig
form. Make checks payable to West Nashville UMC, and pla
the check and the form in the offertory plate or bring to the
church ofbce (Attention: Judy Redmond).

Donor's Name:

Lily(ies) Donated "In Honor of"

Lily(ies) Donated "In Memory of"

I would like to deliver my flower to a homebound member.
I would like someone else to deliver my flower.

I would like to take my lily home with me.

Remembering Ruth
McDowell: 1924-2008
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- dridve you ever noticed those helpful

cethe ofbce? Surely, youOve noticed
OSeymour,O the giant plant at the
side of the sanctuary! Who was the
helpful presence who cared enough
about the congregation to make
things easier and more pleasant for

now we will be gathering to
remember her!

2:00-3:30 at Penuel Ridge Retreat
Center
Sunday, May 24

Mark your calendar. Please join us.

labels in the churchOs kitchen? Or in

us? She spent days remembering us




